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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Post Office Box 7068 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents Pasadena, CA 91109-7068 

Washington, D.C. 20231 March 4, 2002 

Commissioner: 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

IN THE SPECIFICATION 

After the title please add the following: 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION 
This application claims priority of International patent application PCT/FR0 1/02073, filed June 
28, 2001, which in turn claims priority to French patent application number 00/08631, filed July 
3, 2000 

IN THE CLAIMS 

By this Amendment, Applicants are amending claims 4 and 5. Pending claims 1 to 5 

follow. 

1. Method of processing data, comprising the following stages: 

a) receiving a set of data to be processed, structured and linked together, of the value type 
having a name and/or container having a name and being capable of containing at least one 
value having a name and/or at least one other container having a name; 

b) defining a dictionary object capable of storing/finding in a memory space a container or 
value under/corresponding to a predetermined name; 
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c) creating an empty instance of the dictionary object; 

d) checking whether the structure of the datum to be processed is of the value or container 
type; 

e) in the case of a datum of the value type, storing/finding the value in the memory space 
under/corresponding to the name of the datum to be processed, and returning to stage d) 
until the last datum of the set has been processed, but in the case of a container-type 
datum, creating an empty dictionary sub-object according to stage c), filling the dictionary 
sub-object with the content of the datum to be processed according to stages d) to e), and 
returning to stage d) until the last datum of the set has been processed. 

2. Method according to claim 1, applied in the storage of data in a database, characterised in 
that it comprises the following stages: 

1) providing a database capable of containing a set of data arranged according to a value-type 
hierarchical structure having a name and/or container having a name and being capable 
of containing at least one value and/or at least one other container having a name, the data 
being separated from one another by selected markers; 

2) receiving a value-type or container-type datum having a name; 

3) providing an instance filled with a dictionary object; 

4) in the case of a value-type datum, storing or replacing the value under its name in the 
dictionary object; 

5) in the case of a container-type datum, verifying whether there is a dictionary object under 
that name: 

6) if so, filling the dictionary object with the content of the datum and returning to stage 4) 
until the last datum of the set has been processed, but if not, creating an empty dictionary 
sub-object according to stage 3) and filling the dictionary sub-object with the content of the 
datum in accordance with stages 4 to 6 and returning to stage 4) until the last datum of 
the set has been processed. 

3. Method according to claim 1, wherein data to be processed are received in the form of a 
dictionary object in order to be arranged in series, one after another, in a selected storage space, 
characterised in that it further comprises the following stages: 

I) providing a dictionary object filled with data to be processed; 
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II) for each name of a value and/or container stored in the dictionary object, analysing the 
structure of data contained in the dictionary object under that name; 

III) in the case of a value-type datum, writing in the selected storage space the name of the 
value followed by a value marker and by the value itself, but in the case of a container-type 
datum, writing in the selected storage space a container marker, the name of the 
container, a value marker, and the content of the datum to be processed, and an end-of- 
container marker. 

4. (Amended) Method according to any one of the preceding claims, characterised in that 
the dictionary object is of the software object type capable of storing furthermore at least one 
method of calculation under a predetermined name, and of finding as a value under this name the 
result of this method of calculation. 

5. (Amended) Method according to claim 1, characterised in that the data to be processed 
originate from a web page in which the data are structured and connected together with value- 
type data having a name and/or container-type data having a name and capable of containing a 
value or a container having a name. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-5 remain in the application. Claims 4 and 5 have been amended. It is 
respectfully requested that the foregoing preliminary amendment be entered prior to examination. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claim by the current 
amendment. The attached page is captioned " Version with markings to show changes 
made." 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHRISTIE, PARKER & HALE, LLP 
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D. Bruce Prout 
Reg. No. 20,958 
626/795-9900 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

4. (Amended) Method according to any one of the preceding claims, characterised in that 
the dictionary object is of the software object type capable of storing furthermore at least one 
method of calculation under a predetermined name, and of finding as a value under this name the 
result of this method of calculation. 

5. (Amended) Method according to [ any one of the preceding claims ] claim 1 , characterised 
in that the data to be processed originate from a web page in which the data are structured and 
connected together with value-type data having a name and/or container-type data having a name 
and capable of containing a value or a container having a name. 
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